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(Note to Shelia- This is in addition to my article, if you don’t have the space I’ll understand, but I’d appreciate it if you could fit me in.  Thanks, Jeff)

For four years America has been fighting and dying in Iraq.  Thousands of service personnel have been killed and tens of thousands wounded in a war that has no end.  Experts have been assembled, governments have been formed, and a brutal dictator has been executed.  Still the blood flows in the streets without an end in sight.

On the home front we see countless signs encouraging us to “Support the Troops.”  The yellow ribbons are all over, and I fully agree.  We should support all who serve in our Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, and Coast Guard.  The best way to support them, in my opinion, is to BRING THEM HOME NOW!

Support the troops by taking them out of an environment where they are constantly surrounded by an unseen enemy that has the backing of the local population.

Support the troops by not deploying them until they have been properly trained and equipped.

Support the troops by giving them a clear mission that they can accomplish.

Support the troops by insuring that those who are National Guardsmen and Reservists will have their loved ones properly cared for while they are gone.

Support the troops by insisting that once the military objectives are obtained we will withdraw them to safe areas and let diplomacy take over.

Support the troops by using them as a last resort, not a first option.

Support the troops by seeing that when they come home mangled in body and spirit that they have places to go that will tend their needs right away.

Support the troops by never again having to have parents of soldiers pay for their body armor or helmet upgrades.

Support the troops by giving them the opportunity to go to college once their service is done, and have the bill paid by a grateful nation.

Support the troops by providing them with counseling so many of them are crying out for, and not being heard.

Support the troops by giving them preference in employment once they return.

Support the troops by enlarging our military so that we as a nation will not have to send them on back to back deployments.

Yes, by all means, support those who insure our way of life.

BRING THEM HOME, NOW!

Jeffrey M. Smart

Veterans Affairs Steward

St Louis Gateway District Local

